
TravellersTravellers
of theof the SeaSea
June 11   - 13   June 11   - 13   thth thth 20262026

PROGRAMME



TURKU 11.6.2026

9.30-10.00 REGISTRATION (L innanpuomi bui ld ing)

Room: Messi Room: Ruuma

10.00-11.30
SESSION 1 SESSION 2

Exper iencing the Gul f  of  F in land

Chair :  El ina Maani itty

Sanna Nyqvist  and Katja Wei land-

Särmälä  (F innish L i terature
Society/Univers i ty  of  Hels inki )  Ar t ist
Colonies in the Gul f  of  F in land: Mobi l i ty ,
Networks and Interart  Relat ions 

Sakar i  Salokannel  (Univers i ty  of  Turku)
Travel lers on Ice – Movement on the
Frozen Gul f  of  F in land

Tapio Bergholm  (Univers i ty  of  Eastern
Fin land) P lanned access to winter
employment

Panel :  The Balt ic Sea Ferry traf f ic and

its passengers

Katar ina Mattsson (Södertörns
Univers i ty )  “One Big Fami ly”:  Rave
cruis ing and the Role of  Community  in
the Themed Cruise Exper ience

Klara Arnberg  (Södertörns Univers i ty )
Forecast ing the Consumer of  the 1990s:
The Planning and Launching of  Si l ja
Serenade and Si l ja  Symphony

Daniel  Normark  (Uppsala Univers i ty )  Ship
wrecked: the aspi rat ions for  new ships
and the bankruptcy of  Sl i te shipping
company

Louice Bådholm  (Uppsala Univers i ty )  A
space for  motor ists and t ruck dr ivers:
Si l ja  L ine and Vik ing L ine fer r ies,  1950s-
1970s

11.30-12.30 LUNCH (Restaurant Göran)

Ship:  s/s Bore Room: Ruuma

12.30-13.30
Karol ina Bergman Engman  (Lund
Univers i ty )  Ferry  connect ion between
Sweden and Estonia ref lect ing upon the
ferry  as a heterotopia.  Short  f i lms
screening wi th Q & A.

Guided tour to passenger ship s/s Bore
Curator  Paul i  Kiv istö  (Forum Mar inum).
The tour departs f rom the Museum
Shop, L innanpuomi bui ld ing.

Room: Messi Room: Ruuma

13.30-14.55

Marit ime culture 1.  Immater ia l  culture

Chair :  Sar i  Mäenpää

Reet Hi iemäe  (Estonian L i terary  Museum)
Memories and imager ies of  mar i t ime pi racy
in Estonian fo lk lore

Toni  Simanainen  (Univers i ty  of  Hels inki )
Olaus Magnus and the Wonders of  the
Northern Seas

Kadri  Tüür  (Univers i ty  of  Toronto/ Tal l inn
Univers i ty )  Herr ing in Estonian and F innish
folksongs

Hanna Hagmark & Sof ia Mansnerus (Å lands
sjöfartsmuseum) Cruise fever !  -  an
exhib i t ion about the beginning and
expansion of  the Åland fer ry  t raf f ic

New researchers and projects

IN F INNISH AND SWEDISH
Chair :  Kirsi  Keravuor i

Johannes Karhunen (Turku Univers i ty )
Mer imies Svante Karhusen k i r jo i t tamien
ki r je iden rakenne-  ja tunnei lmaisut
ensimmäisen maai lmansodan aikana
1914–1916 

Katar i ina Murtolaht i  (Turku Univers i ty )
Venei lymuistot  mer isuhteen pei le inä 

Paul i  Kiv istö  (Forum Mar inum)
Museola iva Sigynin tu levaisuutta
tarkastelevat  hankkeet 

Karol ina Engman  (Lund Univers i ty )
Metaforen som bi ldresa-  at t  fånga det
förgängl iga i  det  gemensamma rummet

SESSION 3

Forum Marinum Maritime Centre

15.00-16.30

17.00

CITY OF TURKU WELCOME RECEPTION 
Hosted by Sin ikka Val tonen, Di rector  of  human resources

(Museum ship Suomen Joutsen, Forum Mar inum)

BUS FROM FORUM MARINUM TO HELSINKI



11.45-12.30

HELSINKI 12.6.2026

8.30-9.00 REGISTRATION (1st f loor )

Room: L isa Hagman Room: Arokal l io

9.00-10.30
SESSION 4 SESSION 5

Travel l ing of  ideas,

science, medicat ion and

knowledge

Chair :  Anna Jaskar i

Andr ine Ni lsen (R io

Göteborg Natur -  och

kul turkooperat iv )  Mar i t ime

Archaeological

Perspect ives on the

History  of  Pharmacies and

Medic ine – From Swedish

Harbour Envi ronments,

1790–1805

 

Marie Vatjus  (Univers i ty  of

Hels inki )  Medical  Theory

and Stor ies at  Sea – The

Inf luence of  Mar i t ime

Exper iences on 17th-

Century Medical  Thought.

WW2 refugees

Chair :  Teele Saar

Tautvydas Kasiuba

(K la ipėda Univers i ty )

Travel  to Freedom: The

Story of  L i thuanian Navy

of f icer  Povi las Ju l ius

Labanauskas

Hil jar  Tammela

(Estonian Inst i tute of

Histor ical  Memory)

Refugees, Rebels or

Pi rates? The Forc ib le

Takeovers of  Ships f rom

Nazi  German mi l i tary  by

Estonian Evacuees

Lisa Trei  and Ede

Tamkivi  (Vabamu

Museum/Tal l inn

Univers i ty )  

The incredib le journeys

of Bal t ic  refugees who

f led f rom Sweden after

Wor ld War I I  and sai led

in t iny boats across the

At lant ic  to f reedom

10.45-11.45
KEYNOTE Mirja Arnshaw :  Moving matter .  Dis located objects

and t ransformat ive sea exper iences (Room: L isa Hagman)

House of Sciences

Room: Borg

Travel l ing

Mediterranean

Chair :  Tapio Bergholm

Jorge Agui lera -  Lopez

(Univers i ty  of

Hels inki/Univers i ty  of

Coimbra)  When

Knowledge Sai led in

Chains:  Ski l led Capt iv i ty

and the Movement of

Expert ise in the Ear ly

Modern Mediter ranean

Alexandros Drosinakis

(Univers i ty  of  Tartu)  Sea

and Pol is:  Making

Pol i t ies in Ear ly  I ron Age

and Archaic Cyclades 

SESSION 6

12.30-13.30
KEYNOTE Kaori  Nagai :F loat ing Fables:  Nonhuman Animals as

Shipborne Travel lers (Room: L isa Hagman)

LUNCH



15.00-15.15

15.15-16.00

COFFEE BREAK (1st f loor )

Andrus Vaher  (Tal l ink F leet  Envi ronmental  Compl iance Off icer )  

  The Evolut ion of  Si l ja  L ine / Tal l ink:  A Journey Toward

Sustainable Shipping 

16.00-17.00 Naut ica Fennica info session,  CFP and

refreshments (1st f loor ) .  Supported by the F innish

Associat ion for  Scholar ly  Publ ishing

FERRY TO TALLINN (Länsisatama / West Harbour)18.30

Room: L isa Hagman

13.30-15.00
SESSION 8 SESSION 9

Animals,  mult ispecies

approach

Chair :  Sari  Mäenpää

Lisette Reinvars

(Univers i ty  of

Southampton/Estonian

Mar i t ime Museum)

Breathing and Butchered:

Animals on Board a 14th -

Century Cargo Ship

Karl  Hein  (Tal l inn

Univers i ty )  L ivestock at

sea: Animal  Transport  and

Transnat ional  Eth ics

between Estonia and

Fin land in the Interwar

Per iod

El ina Maani itty  (Univers i ty

of  Hels inki )  Cartographies

of Belonging -  Ecological ,

Bio logical ,  and

Geographical  Perspect ives

on Seafarers’  Exper iences 

The impact of  marit ime

power

Chair :  Hannu Matikka

Dr Matthew Thor ley

(Federat ion Univers i ty

Austra l ia)  The US Navy

and technology:  how the

USS Indianapol is can be

read as a caut ionary ta le

for  the re l iance on new

technology and the

re ject ion of  t radi t ion

Mikko Meronen  (Forum

Marinum) Naval  of f icers

and naval  crew as

travel lers.

Igor Michal

Niewiadomski  (Centra l

Mi l i tary  L ibrary  named

after  Marshal l  Józef

Pi łsudski )  The ethos of

sai l ing in the l i fe and

works of  Stanis ław

Mieszkowski

Room: Borg

Marit ime culture 2

Perception of  the sea

Chair :  Pir i ta Fr igren

Katar i ina Vuor i  (Univers i ty

of  Oulu)  The sensory wor ld

of  Jaakko Haata ja

Paul ina Nortowska

( Jagie l lonian Univers i ty )

Facing the Unruly  E lement:

The Sea as a Travel

Chal lenge in Ear ly  Modern

Travel  L i terature f rom the

Pol ish -L i thuanian

Commonwealth

Fel ic ity Ferguson  ( ICMM)

Connect ing communit ies

and col lect ions through the

Global  Mar i t ime Histor ies

Pro ject  2024-2030

SESSION 10

Room: Arokal l io



TALLINN 13.6.2026

8.30-9.00 REGISTRATION (1st f loor )

Room: Galaxy Room: Romant ika

9.00-10.30
SESSION 11 SESSION 12

Migrat ion

Chair :  Hil jar  Tammela

Adele Mi l lard (The

Univers i ty  of  Western

Austra l ia)  Uncover ing the

‘ informal  migrat ion’  of

Norwegian mar iners to

Austra l ia in the late 19th

Century

Espen Waehle  (Norwegian

Mar i t ime Museum) F innish

mar iners in the f luv ia l

colonizat ion of  Congo

1890's–1920's

Romualdas Adomavicius

(L i thuanian Sea Museum)

Ear l iest  Travel lers of  the

Sea f rom Li thuania ( t i l l

1940)

Travel l ing restr ict ions

Chair :  Teele Saar

Marta Starost ina

(Univers i ty  of

Bi rmingham) Sai l ing into

Socia l ism: “ Intour ist”

Cruise Tour ism in the

Soviet  Bal t ic ,  1960s–

1980s

Anssi  Ahvonen/Heikki

Häyhä ,  Sai l ing through

the i ron curta in -  how

Finnish sai lors were able

to navigate the

socia l ist ic  Bal t ic  sea in

the 1980s

Zigmas Vitkus  (K la ipėda

Univers i ty )  Images of

“Capita l ist” Countr ies in

Soviet  L i thuanian Prose:

Between Ideal izat ion and

Ideological

(Sel f - )Censorship

10.30-11.00 COFFEE BREAK (2nd f loor )

Tallink Conference and Spa hotel

Room: Fantaasia

Panel :  Ships as Contact

Zones: Encounters,

Exper iences and

Knowledge Formation in

Transoceanic Sea Travels 

Sanjukta Das Gupta

(Sapienza Univers i ty  of

Rome) “Encounter ing the

Other:  Narrat ives of  Sea

Voyages f rom Colonia l

Bengal ,  1870s-1930s” 

Emil ie Wel l fe lt  (Lund

Univers i ty )  “Explor ing

Paradise:  Sten Bergman’s

New Guinea Journeys and

Publ ic  Persona” 

Malin Gregersen  (L innaeus

Univers i ty )  To Asia and

beyond: exper iences and

encounters of  two ear ly

20th century Swedish

women t ravel lers (session

organiser)

SESSION 13

Room: Galaxy Room: Romant ika

11.00-12.30
SESSION 14 SESSION 15

Li fe onboard the ship

Chair :  Lisette Reinvars

Tuul i  Jõesaar (Tal l inn

Univers i ty/Estonian

Academy of  Ar ts)  In the

footsteps of  Medieval

seafarers in Tal l inn,

Footwear f rom the Lootsi

ship and the Peeter  cog

Mati lda Jar l  (Södertorn

Univers i ty )  Feeding sai lors

and sold iers Foodways on

ear ly  modern naval  ships

in the Bal t ic  Sea area

Riikka Alv ik (F innish

Her i tage Agency)  L i fe at

Sea: Traces of  the Past

f rom Ear ly  Modern

Merchant Vessels

Passenger on a ship 1

Chair :  Teele Saar

Pir i ta Fr igren,  Tuomas

Laine-Fr igren  (Univers i ty  

of  Jyväsky lä/ Univers i ty  of

Turku)  Migrant chi ldren at

sea: New research

perspect ives 2

Deike Reddig  (Deutsche

Schi f far tsmuseum/Leibniz

Inst i tute for  Mar i t ime

History)  Estonia:  mar i t ime

disaster  as a “place of

remembrance”

Room: Fantaasia

Transferr ing exper iences

from sea to land

Chair :  Heidi  Pitkänen

Mart ina Hjertman

(Univers i ty  of

Gothenburg)  Travel l ing

News and Hidden L ives:

Tracing a Female Sai lor

Through the After l i fe of  a

Shipwreck

Cather ine Phipps

(Univers i ty  of  Br isto l )

Saving Souls at  the

Water's Edge: Chr ist ian

Missions,  Sex Work,  and

Moral  Reform in Br i t ish

Port  Ci t ies

SESSION 16

12.30-13.30 LUNCH



13.30-14.30 KEYNOTE Matteo Barbano :  Beyond the Oceans: Mass Mar i t ime

Mobi l i ty  and the Wider Mediter ranean in the Age of  Steam

Room: Galaxy Room: Romant ika

14.40-16.10
SESSION 17 SESSION 18

Passenger on the ship 2

Chair :  Matteo Barbano

Jo Stanley  (Univers i ty  of

Hul l/ L iverpool  John

Moores Univers i ty )  Yoked

in double s log:  women’s

voyages as ‘worker -

passengers’  on l iners

Teele Saar (Univers i ty  of

Tartu/Estonian Mar i t ime

Museum) A Woman on

Board… A Woman on

Board? Female Passengers

on Mid -19th -Century

Steamships

Freder ik Lynge Vognsen

(Museum of Southern

Jut land)  The Captain´s

Wives of  Southern

Denmark and Northern

Germany

Marit ime Culture 3:

Wooden shipbui ld ing 

Chair :  Riikka Alv ik

E. Brown ,  The l imits of

t radi t ion at  the edge of

the wor ld:  wooden boat

t radi t ions on the

Shet land Is lands

Isabel la Glusauskaite

(Sea Discover ies

OÜ/Tal l inn Univers i ty  of

Technology)  Oesl ian

Mar i t ime Cul ture in a

New Perspect ive

Reet Laos  K ihnu`s stone

carr ier  ships and stone

voyages

Room: Fantaasia

Lone Travel lers

Chair :  El ina Maani itty

Jakub Basista

( Jagie l lonian Univers i ty )

The Exper ience of  Sea

Travel  of  Pol ish Ear ly

Modern Pi lgr ims to the

Holy Land

Thomas Iossi f id is

(Nat ional  & Kapodistr ian

Univers i ty  of  Athens) The

aquat ic routes of  dol ia

vessels 

SESSION 19

18.00-19.00 GUIDED TOUR AT THE SEAPLANE HARBOUR

19.00-23.00
DINNER PARTY (Seaplane Harbour)

Dress code: Smart  Casual

Maximum available time for every session

2-paper sessions:  20 min per ta lk + 10 min Q&A. 

3 -paper sessions:  18 min per ta lk + 8 min Q&A. 

4 -paper sessions:  15 min per ta lk + 15 min Q&A.



TALLINN 14.6.2026 Post conference day

GUIDED TOUR AT THE SEAPLANE
HARBOUR

TALLINN CRUISE TERMINAL TOUR

Guide Ret i  Meema f rom Tal l inn Port ,  meet ing at  9.55 by Tal l inn let ters -  gather ing

at the hotel  recept ion (Tal l ink Spa & Conference) at  9.45 with Teele Saar.  P lease

take your passports wi th you.

10.00-11.00

GUIDED TOUR AT THE SEAPLANE
HARBOUR

FREE TIME

Free t ime, opportuni ty  to take the luggage f rom hotel  ( i f  necessary)  and move to Fat

Margaret .

11.00-11.55

GUIDED TOUR AT THE SEAPLANE
HARBOUR

GUIDED TOUR IN FAT MARGARET (Estonian Mar i t ime Museum)

Guided Tour in two groups. The day wi l l  end at  approx imately  13.30.
12.00-13.30


